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Fedor, Texas 

May 1, 1938 

Esteemed Volksblatt! 

 So I want to send in a report to the Volksblatt 

again. I don’t know much to write about. Regarding the 

weather, it is now very nice. You already know about the 

heavy rain and the high water. Here around Fedor, the rain 

was not overly strong or heavy, as one hears about other 

places, as already in Giddings and Dime Box. The fields 

here were not flooded. The creek, naturally, was out of its 

banks, but much of the water came from farther away. 

Hopefully, it will not rain for a time, so that the ground can 

dry out and field work can begin again.  

 There is quite a bit of cotton to still be planted. But 

some will already be starting with the hoeing. 

 Regarding the health conditions, as far as I know, 

they are good. 

 On Easter Sunday, a happy and large wedding was 

celebrated here, namely that of Mr. Edwin Dube, the oldest 

son of Mr. August Dube and Miss Katy Zschech, the oldest 

and the youngest only daughter of Mr. Gus Zschech, who 

is my brother. I can’t report about the ceremony and the 

celebration, since we were not there. We were invited to 

the wedding, but because of the bad weather and roads we 

could not go. Otherwise, we had company. Our daughter 

Ella from Houston, as well as Erna and husband and 

children, Walter Zwernemann and Mrs. Adolf 

Zwernemann and children from Seguin visited us at Easter. 

Also our son Charlie, as well as Herbert Jatzlau from 

Louisiana were home for Easter. They both came by car on 

Good Friday, and, early on Easter Sunday, went back, 

since they had to be back for their work. 

 On Tuesday morning, the young pair also had to 

leave on the same road to Louisiana, for these three are still 

working for the Oil Company. So also the only daughter of 

my brother has gone far away from here. 

 

Paul Zschech 

Now, I still want to report about a death. On Thursday, 

April 23, my brother, Paul Zschech, died in Dime Box. On 

Friday, he received a Christian burial. Pastor Kautz from 

Lexington had a comforting sermon based on John 11, v. 

17-27. At the home, he spoke in the German language and 

read Psalm 90. The hymn, “Who Knows How Near my 

End” was sung. In the church, he gave his sermon in 

English, and the hymns, “Nearer My God to Thee” and 

“Asleep in Jesus” were sung. “Rock of Ages” was sung at 

the grave. His grave was bedecked with very beautiful 

flowers. On April 3, he was 55 years old. He left behind his 

wife and 2 grown children, one son and one daughter. The 

son is married and is employed as a high school teacher in 

Paige. Paul was sick since January 27, so that he could no 

longer get out of the house. He fought and suffered for a 

long time, and was often very sick. The last 4 days, they 

had hopes that he might get well again, and his death was 

unexpected. He fell asleep peacefully on Thursday morning 

at 5:00 o’clock. The Pastor also mentioned that he was a 

faithful member of the congregation and did much for the 

Kingdom of God. Yes, he was the first of the brothers and 

sisters to reach his goal and to be called away. He was 

taken from us right in the middle of his life. We are the 

three older, and three are younger than he. So may he rest 

in peace. 

 

I will come to a close now, since my writing got long, and 

much longer than I first thought. I could write more, but it 

might end up in the waste basket for lack of space. So with 

greetings to the Volksblatt readers.  

    Mrs. Charles Melde 

 

Translated by Ed Bernthal 
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